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Mr Edward D’Silva, 72, hopes that more people will take
charge of their own rubbish so that Singapore can have very
few rubbish bins like Japan.

Lianhe Zaobao recently interviewed Mr D'Silva, who has
stepped down as the chairman of the Public Hygiene Council
(PHC) on 31 May 2023, and asked him to rate the sanitation
level of public toilets. He said that eight years ago, about 90
per cent of the public toilets were unclean. Today, there is a
slight improvement, but about 80 per cent of the public
toilets remains unclean. He added that these are mainly
toilets at coffee shops and hawker centres, excluding those in
shopping malls and airports.

Mr D'Silva added that it is necessary to remind Singaporeans
that maintaining a clean environment in Singapore is an
arduous task. Having said that, during his eight years stint as
chairman of the PHC, he has observed improvements in
hygiene awareness amongst the young and elderly. In
general, more can be done, but the mentality of residents
about littering has to change, and that is the hardest part. Mr
D'Silva is grateful to the council team, NEA and MSE for their
support.

Cleaning up
rubbish should be in
Singapore's DNA
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WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

In preparation for SG Clean Day Largest Cleanup
event on 17 May, the Public Hygiene Council (PHC)
organised a partners briefing on 11 April for
organisations taking part in the SG Clean Day
Largest Cleanup event held at the F1 Pit Building as
well as at decentralised locations islandwide. During
the briefing, participants were given a run down on
the proposed programme of SG Clean Day Largest
Cleanup activity, as well as a preview of some of the
exciting booths and fringe activities prepared for
participants coming for the SG Clean Day Largest
Cleanup.

Groups taking part in the decentralised clean-up
locations at parks and heartland areas were also
briefed on how they could take part in the virtual
flag-off via Zoom in order to be part of the SG Clean
Day Largest Cleanup event.

Close to 100 people from the public, private,
corporate and NGO sectors from 55 supporting
organizations took time off their busy schedules to
attend this SG Clean Day Largest Cleanup briefing at
MSE Hall.

The PHC clocked in two entries in the Singapore Book of Records!
. New record for the most number of people in multiple-location mass
clean-up

*  To break the current record of the most number of people participating
in a single-location mass clean-up



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

The Public Hygiene Council continues to engage primary school students
through the Buddy Clean Workshop. The programme aims to inculcate
positive social values and norms on cleanliness and leverage peer
influence and feedback to shape the behaviour of students to keep our
environment clean. It also helps to foster shared ownership and
responsibility of common spaces through regular cohort-wide cleaning.

Close to 1,200 students from 5 primary schools completed the workshop
from May to July 2023. We hope the students have a better
understanding on the rationale of cleaning up after themselves and show
appreciation to the cleaners who have worked hard to ensure everyone
has a clean, safe, and beautiful environment to live, work and play.



The Public Hygiene Council (PHC) unveiled
a new “Clean It Forward for a Better SG”
campaign at the Keep Clean, Singapore!
2023 Launch Event on Saturday, 13 May
2023.

The campaign message — Clean It Forward
For A Better SG anchors the rollout of
initiatives to encourage Singapore residents
to strengthen our social compact by
charting a cleaner way forward together.
Mediacorp artist, Bryan Wong, was the
singer of the original composed TVC jingle
that accompanied the newly launched
campaign film.

Music is the universal language. A music
video with catchy tune and snazzy dance
moves was produced to remind everyone
to clean up after ourselves. Along the
concept of paying it forward, this campaign
urges everyone to keep public spaces and
amenities clean as acts of consideration for
others. When everyone make it a point to
keep public space clean, we can be assured
that we will all benefit from a truly clean
Singapore.



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

The annual Keep Clean Singapore campaign was launched on 13 May 2023 with a new theme to encourage Singaporeans to Clean It Forward for a better SG
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Minister for Education, Mr Chan
Chun Sing, said at the launch
that raising the hygiene
standards of Singapore requires
everyone’s efforts and also a
change in mentality.

“If each and every one of us
has a responsibility, has within
our DNA to not dirty the place
in the first place, then I think
we have succeeded. We get it
right from young, we will have
a better generation in time to
come.”

Keep Clean, Singapore! 2023

Launch Event

The Public Hygiene Council (PHC) was joined by Guest of Honour,
Mr Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Education at its launch of the
annual Keep Clean, Singapore! 2023 (KCS) on Sunday, 13 May
2023. The campaign message — Clean it forward for a better SG,
seeks to encourage everyone to create a better Singapore by
being considerate to others. Simple acts like leaving behind a
clean table after our meals, leaving a clean toilet after use, and
leaving behind a clean environment will help us make a better
Singapore.

Keep Clean, Singapore! (KCS) campaign is organised every year to
raise awareness on the problem of littering and nudge fellow
Singapore residents to take collective responsibility to uphold
higher standards of hygiene and cleanliness in their everyday
lives. The PHC believes that welding the ‘stick’ is not the only
solution. It is equally important to chart our ways forward
together with a mindset shift and make changes to our attitudes.
Through this year’s campaign, the PHC would like to urge
everyone to take action and clean it forward so that we can all
enjoy a truly clean Singapore in the coming years.

(From left) Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Sustainability and the Environment, Mr Baey Yam
Keng; PHC Deputy Chairman, Mr Andrew Khng; PHC Executive Director, Ms Gloria Tan; PHC
Chairman, Mr Edward D’Silva; CEO of National Environment Agency, Mr Wong Kang Jet; Permanent
Secretary for Sustainability and the Environment, Mr Stanley Loh; Guest of Honour, Mr Chan Chun
Sing, Minister for Education; at the launch of Keep Clean, Singapore! 2023 campaign



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Youths are catalysts for change. It is
important that we inculcate in them
the right values and habits to keep
Singapore clean. The cleanliness habits
that they learnt in school should
continue through their adult years. To
engage our youths and inspire them to
be more aware of the importance of
keeping Singapore clean, the PHC
organised the “Keep SG Clean Comic
Strip Competition” last vyear in
collaboration with the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

This is the second year running that the PHC and MOE have embarked on a
partnership to creatively engage and educate students on the importance of
cleanliness and good hygiene. The competition attracted a good number of
submissions in two categories: “Keep Singapore Clean”, and “Clean Public
Toilets”. Close to 200 entries from 30 schools were received. The top two
winners for both categories, Goh Min Xuan, (14 years old) and Goh Min Yan,
(14 years old), are sisters who are currently students at Nanyang Girls’ High
School.

Mr Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Education, presented awards to ten students
with the best entries. The ten winning works were on display at the KCS
Launch Event and will subsequently be exhibited at selected schools, public
transport nodes, major community hubs and shopping malls.

Launch of Clean SG Forward with Supermons
Comics Notebook

To share the students’ works and to promote
the positive messaging, the PHC had compiled
the shortlisted entries into a book for everyone
to enjoy. The PHC and MOE are working out
the distribution plans to schools. And a copy
was given to all the invited guests of the KCS
Launch Event.



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

SG Clean Day Largest Cleanup
sets two entries in the
Singapore Book of Records

In conjunction with the Keep Clean, Singapore! 2023 launch
event, the SG Clean Day Largest Cleanup was conducted at F1
Pit Building and across different parts of Singapore on the
morning of Saturday, 13 May 2023.

Flagged off by Ms Denise Phua, Mayor of Central Singapore
District, the Public Hygiene Council successfully set two
entries in the Singapore Book of Records — (i) new record for
the Most Number of People in a Multiple-Location Clean-Up
and (ii) new record for the Most Number of Participants in a
Single-Location Clean-Up. This record breaking community-
led effort sought to ignite new conversations and actions by
Singapore residents and promote understanding on what it
means to care for common spaces beyond the doorsteps of
our homes. It also aimed to mould a generation of
compassionate youths to step up and champion the keep
Singapore clean cause.

Expanding the quarterly SG Clean Day

initiative with new partner onboard
Since 2021, the PHC have been
organising the quarterly SG Clean
Day as one of its key initiatives. The
PHC has successfully onboarded a
new partner with each quarterly SG
Clean Day. These partners include
the 17 town councils, National Parks
Board (NParks), Singapore’s National
Water Agency PUB, major
dormitories, retailers, shopping mall
operators, major tourist attractions,
Land Transport Authority, and public
transport operators in Singapore.
SAF joined as our new quarterly SG
Clean Day partner on 13 May 2023.



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Keep Clean Singapore! 2023
Satellite Event

Roving into the heartlands, the Public Hygiene Council
(PHC) held the Keep Clean, Singapore (KCS) 2023 satellite
event on Sunday, 28 May 2023, from 1lam to 7pm, at
Bedok Town Square. The event is an extension to the KCS
2023 launch event on 13 May 2023 to raise awareness of
the PHC's initiatives and encourage residents to take
greater ownership and responsibility to keep our home
clean.

Beside sing-alongs to the new KCS campaign theme song,
there were dance challenges, public hygiene-related trivia
quizzes with attractive prizes, and opportunities to meet
the PHC's Keep SG Clean Supermons! Participants were
also waiting eagerly to meet their favourite Mediacorp
artiste, Bryan Wong and Mediacorp YES 933 DJ, Hazelle
Teo, who were the event hosts.

Also, on display for the first time in the community were
the 10 winning entries from the Keep SG Clean Comic Strip
competition. The 10 pieces from secondary school students
showcased creativity, imagination and the artistic talents of
our youths in envisioning for a clean and hygienic
Singapore.



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Conversation with Youths

Public Hygiene Council looks to work with youths to implement community projects for a truly clean Singapore

The “Clean It Forward Conversation with
Youths” was held on Saturday, 17 June 2023.
Organised by the Public Hygiene Council (PHC),
this dialogue also brought along a series of
activities and initiatives under the PHC’s Keep
Clean, Singapore! 2023 (KCS) annual campaign
which was launched on 13 May 2023 to a close.

Almost 100 youths from the R.I.S.E. Champions
Network, Institutes of Higher Learning (IHLs),
and youth organisations came together for a
meaningful discussion on public cleanliness
issues and the roles that youths could play
towards making Singapore a cleaner home for
all.

The dialogue was led by a dynamic and diverse
group of panellists which comprised youths like
Ms Kong Man Jing and Mr Yasser Amin, who are
passionate and active advocates like of creating
a cleaner and more environmentally
sustainable  Singapore. The event was Key takeaways: Clean It Forward Conversation with Youths
moderated by Ms Samathan Thian. The
panellists were also joined by Guest of Honour,
Dr Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State, Ministry
of Sustainability and the Environment &
Ministry of Transport, and new Chairman of the
Public Hygiene Council, Mr Andrew Khng.

The topics discussed during the dialogue aimed
to explore how youths could develop impactful
solutions and sustainable initiatives to elevate
the standard of Singapore’s public cleanliness
and to keep public spaces clean and litter-free.



WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

In support of the PHC's Keep Clean, Singapore!
month-long activation, the MSE Family organised a
community clean-up on 1 June 2023. Led by PS(SE)
Stanley Loh, close to 500 staff from Ministry of
Sustainability and the Environment and its statutory
board - National Environment Agency, Public Utilities
Board (PUB) and Singapore Food Agency (SFA) joined
in the litter picking held around the Environment
Building and SFA’s office in Jurong.

Appreciation

The 7th term of the Public Hygiene
Council (PHC) begins on 1 June 2023
for a period of two years. An
appreciation was held on 13 June
2023 to thank our ex-Chairman Mr
Edward D’Silva and members who
have stepped down from the council.
It also provided a platform for
outgoing members and new
members to interact, network and
cross share ideas how to further
advance the works of the council. It
was a simple but very warm and
interactive get together for more
than 40 past and new members!



KEEP SINGAPORE CLEAN

The National Youth Council (NYC) and the Public
Hygiene Council (PHC) are currently accepting
applications for the Young ChangeMakers (YCM) Grant
to help youths realise cleanliness related ideas that will
benefit the Singapore community and society. The
programme aims to provide seed funding for youths to
implement youth-led ground-up initiatives and
solutions that can contribute to greater understanding
and awareness of Singapore’s public cleanliness
standards. Youth curators can claim up to 80% of the
total claimable costs (capped at S$5,000) and prompt
more youths to take action to improve our community
and society. Project applications for this Young
ChangeMakers grant opened on 17 June 2023 and will
close on 12 August 2023.

PHC’s Youth Action Group members will mentor the
youth groups, and individuals who had successfully
submitted innovative ideas and solutions to address
community littering issues at shared public spaces.

This collaboration aims to support and mould a generation of
Singaporeans who not only have a strong foundation of clean
habits, but are also catalysts for change. The PHC looks
forward to working with youths to implement community
projects, for a truly clean Singapore

Project teams are tasked to address this challenge
statement:

How can youth develop impactful
solutions and initiatives to keep

. . If you and your friends are keen to make a positive mark on
our enV|r0nment Clean and ||tter' the environment and have good ideas on how we can address
free at Shal’ed Community littering problems in the community, do reach out to us by 12

August 2023. For more information on YCM grant, please refer
SpaceS? to Public Hygiene Council’s website -

https://publichygienecouncil.sg

Be part of our Young ChangeMakers project today!


https://publichygienecouncil.sg/

R.I.S.E Champions Network

INSPIRING

ANECDOITE In this issue, we feature an article from Coastal
Natives touching on sustainability as we reflect the
environmental issues plaguing our planet.

With over 70% of the Earth's surface covered by water, marine ecosystems play a vital role in regulating our planet's
climate and atmosphere, absorbing vast amounts of carbon dioxide, and producing oxygen that sustains life on land.
Today, our world is under threat from human activities that mar its beauty and disturb the ocean’s balance that we
depend on.

The upcoming Waves of Change Festival 2023 by Coastal Natives presents the work of artists and ocean lovers,
ranging from sculptures and augmented reality art, to audio experiences and interactive multimedia works that
highlight the tension between human progress and ocean protection. The artists juxtapose vibrant depictions of
marine life against the blight that plastic pollution and climate change have inflicted. By confronting us with the man-
made challenges the ocean faces, these works encourage us to consider what we can do as individuals to protect and
save this planet that we call home.

If you are keen, do feel free to reach out to #coastalnatives.sg for more info!



Cessation of
SG Clean Quality Mark
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WHAT'’S NEXT?

with Public Hygiene Council

From now till 28 April 2024, join the Public Hygiene Council
(PHC) to take action by cleaning up Singapore as an
individual or in a group.

You can make a difference by pledging to Clean It Forward
and show commitment to keep Singapore clean!

Simply go for a walk with tongs, gloves and trash bags to pick
up litter.

Track your impact through the Stridy App so that you can
track what you have contributed towards keeping the
environment clean.

* Distance covered

* Amount and Types of Trash Collected

Share your pledge on social media with the
hashtag #CleanltForward #4aBetterSG and inspire others to

start their journey in keeping Singapore clean.

Look out for more details on PHC social media pages
@KeepSGClean)on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok.

Take action now. Stride anytime, anywhere!

WHAT’S NEXT?
Join the Clean It Forward SG Clean

Day Plogathon on 30 July 2023

In conjunction with quarterly SG Clean Day on Sunday, 30 July 2023,
come join the Public Hygiene Council (PHC) and embark on a
Plogathon. Simply pick up litter as you walk or jog and make a
#CleanltFoward pledge to keep SG clean.

All are welcome to join for this Plogathon event — anywhere, anytime,
individually or in groups. If you need litter-picking tools, just register

and grab them from any CleanPod islandwide!

Together, we can all plog our way to a better SG!


https://stridy.com/

WHAT'’S NEXT?

Quarterly SG Clean Day
Sport Singapore (SportSG) joins Quarterly SG Clean Day

Sunday, 30 July 2023

In support of SG Clean Day on 30 July 2023,
there will be no sweeping of selected open
areas at participating partners’ premises. More
details can be found on PHC website.

Upcoming RISE Virtual Site Visit

— Thursday, 13 July 2023
12t R.1.S.E. Network Forum and visit to Our Tampines Hub ecoHybrid Digester

Upcoming Volunteer Outreach

Saturday — Sunday, 5 — 6 August 2023
National Day Heartland Celebration at Toa Payoh Stadium

Friday — Sunday, 15 — 17 September 2023
Anti-littering volunteer outreach at F1 Singapore Grand Prix
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#KeepSGClean - Public Hygiene Council
Facebook.com/keepsgclean
Instagram.com/keepsgclean

Youtube.com/publichygienecouncil
ask@publichygienecouncil.sg


https://safe.menlosecurity.com/https:/www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nparks.gov.sg%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fnparks-real-content%2Fnews%2F2017%2Fcgs%2Fannex-f-kscm-factsheet.pdf&psig=AOvVaw3DxpxNczKCzF9jf8h8QTDd&ust=1616260620938000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJD_rZTuvO8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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