NEWS (JULY 17- OCT 17)
‘Keep Clean, Singapore!’ Partners’ Appreciation and Networking Reception
3 October 2017
It was an evening of clean fun! More than 100 partners from the various sectors such as schools, public
agencies, grassroots, corporate and social groups attended the ‘Keep Clean, Singapore’ Partners’
Appreciation and Networking Reception that was held on 3 October 2017 at SportSG Auditorium.
The PHC launched the inaugural ‘Keep Clean, Singapore!’ in May 2017 as a platform to gather people from
various communities who were inspired to make a change by taking actions that benefit our environment.
Our aim was for more people to be mindful about picking up after themselves. The month-long exercise
nearly 290 organisers conducted over 420 cleanliness activities throughout Singapore. This is more than
50% increase from last year.
At the reception, Sport Singapore, Temasek Polytechnic and ITE environment club also shared their
experience in engaging their employees and youth to clean-up sport facilities, beaches and heartlands.
A big thank you to our partners for the strong support and we hope the multiplying effects will inspire
more citizens to do their parts and make Singapore a truly clean city.

‘Keep Clean, Singapore!’ Partners’ Appreciation and Networking Reception
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School Visits
Aug-Nov 2017
In the last few months, Public Hygiene Council made visits to about 11 schools to encourage their Keep
Singapore Clean Movement in Schools endeavours and understand on challenges faced. We were pleased
to know that the schools have been inculcating strong core values such as responsibility in students from
a young age, starting from daily cleaning. Some schools also play an active role in engaging parents as it is
key that parents reinforce at home on the right habits that children have learnt in school. PHC will be crosssharing the best practices from schools for other schools to learn from. We also aim to provide related
educational resources to facilitate the learning journey for the students.
Here are some photos from our visits!

Marymount Convent (Primary), 13 Nov 2017

Punggol Primary, 12 Sept 17
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International Coastal Cleanup Singapore (ICCS)
August 2017
Since 1992, volunteers with the International Coastal Cleanup Singapore (ICCS), from all walks of life and
various age groups, have been battling the tonnes of trash that regularly find their way to our mangroves
and beaches.
This year, in just 90 minutes, 3,614 volunteers cleared these Top 5 items*
1. 53,904 foam pieces
2. 18,023 plastic beverage bottles
3. 17,255 cigarette butts
4. 15,869 plastic pieces
5. 14,004 straws / stirrers
* Data from ICCS 2017 can be accessed at: http://coastalcleanup.nus.edu.sg/results/2017
ICCS volunteers coordinate organisers of coastal cleanups, conduct workshops to train organisers, hold
talks for the public and share ideas to prevent trash generation in our daily lives.
The marine trash problem is one of the biggest challenges confronting mankind and it requires all hands
on-deck – and we each have a role to play.

International Coastal Cleanup Singapore (ICCS)
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A Sharing with the Dormitory Operators
7 July 2017
It was a first engaging the dormitory operators at a dialogue session organised by the Ministry of
Manpower on 7 July 2017, where Mr Eugene Heng, Member of the Public Hygiene Council, shared about
the Keep Singapore Clean Movement and encouraged dormitory operators to promote the message within
their dormitories. During the exchange with dormitory operators, we also gained greater understanding
on the ground challenges they faced, and would be working with them to co-create solutions.

Mr Eugene Heng sharing the Keep Singapore Clean Movement with the dormitory operators.

The dialogue session was attended by more than 70 dormitory operators.
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Home Sweep Home
8 July 2017
Home Sweep Home is a large-scale advocacy and impact programme by Habitat for Humanity Singapore.
The inaugural event aimed to rally together volunteers to provide a decent home and environment to
the vulnerable segments in our society.
In just one morning (8 July), over 1,000 participants rallied together to improve the living conditions of
our vulnerable elderly and revitalise shared living spaces for thousands of residents.
This massive clean-up encompassed the cleaning of 120 homes and 378kg of litter picked up across three
neighbourhoods in Chai Chee, Toa Payoh and Redhill.
With the tagline “One Nation Together, Love in Action”,
Home Sweep Home kickstarts the month-long countdown to National Day with volunteers coming
together for one meaningful morning of service to create a cleaner, healthier Singapore - starting with
the home.
For more photos and impact stories, visit http://www.habitat.org.sg/home-sweep-home

Participants in ‘Action’
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Habitat for Humanity with the wall
mural of founding PM

Minister Tan Chuan-Jin presented a
plaque to PHC member, Mr Allen Ang
to appreciate PHC’s support
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Pasir Ris Clean-up by Guardians of Mother Earth (Article contribution)
23 July 2017
Link to our photo album for your viewing here.
How beautiful it is to see 100 Guardians gathering together at Pasir Ris Beach sharing their love for
marine wildlife animal friends and Mother Earth on Sunday, 23 July 2017.

We have individuals, families and even a company joining us on at that day. It is a day blessed with good
weather, the morning's golden sun light shining down on us as we start the event by registering the
participants.

The day started with a short mindful exercise, to get everyone to be aware of the connection between us
and the Mother Nature with its beauty.
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One of the most frequent feedback we received after the event is that people didn’t know that picking
up rubbish could be such a happy activity. That's what happens when we act out of love. We don't see it
as a chore, we do it because we really care.

"Despite all the hard work like bending and squatting non-stopped to pick up rubbish, digging the sand
with tongs, or pulling up plastic bags from the deep sand with bare hands under the hot sun, we are
delighted to see that together we can help and contribute to a better living space for all the creatures in
the world." said one of the participants.

One of the mothers shared she started joining clean-up campaigns after she saw how badly polluted the
rivers and seas in India were. The image of the waterways filled with rubbish left a strong impression on
her, and she vowed that she will join any clean-up campaign that is available no matter where she go.
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“We probably did not solve the problems immediately. But as each one of us share our love and take
action to care for our environment and all living beings on earth - we can make a difference!”
Collectively, we had collected 406kgs of rubbish in one morning.

We are really happy and joyful to know that more and more people do care and have started being a
Guardian of Mother Earth in their own way. And it is an honour that we can have them with us on that
day to help clean up the environment for the animal friends and Mother Earth.
Thank you from the Guardians of Mother Earth Singapore team!
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Breakfast Meeting with the Banking & Insurance Industry
24 August 2017
A breakfast networking session was held on 24 August 2017 for the banking and insurance industry to learn
more about the Keep Singapore Clean Movement. Six banks and insurance companies attended the getto-know session to explore how the financial institutions could contribute to a cleaner Singapore.
The frank and in-depth interaction helped surface some potential solutions to influence more businesses
to step forward to support the movement, and encourage more individuals to take ownership of our
environment.

Group photo with representatives from the banking and insurance industry

Mr Eugene Heng sharing the Keep Singapore Clean Movement with the participants.
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